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. Ir oteſtant D iſſenters 5 Sc. ä 


E Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters in 

London, conferring together ſome Years 
ago, about the State of thoſe Flocks 
of which the Holy Ghoſt had made 


them Overſeers; found cauſe to lament the too 
general Neglect of Family, and Practical Religion 


among them. Such a Neglect, thoſe Fathers, 


could not but lay near to their Heart, and forth- 
with conſidered what it was proper for them to 
do, in order to excite the Negligent to their Du- 
ty, and to quicken thoſe who were cold, or 

_ careleſs in it: This Conſideration ended in a Re- 
ſolution to write and preach upon the important 
Occaſion; and we hope the Effects were an- 
| ſwerable. — We who now watch for your Souls 
Ate apprehenſive, Sirs, of the ſame Evil in our Day; 


rh „ : 


441 
and in Faithfulneſs to God, to you, and our ſelves, 
think it our Duty to give you this publick Warn- 
1 your Sin and Danger. We are ſorry and 
amed there ſhould be Cauſe to exhibit ſuch a 
Charge as this, againſt the Profeſſors of a pure Reli 
gion: We hoped you had better learned Chriſt 
than to have deſerved ſuch a Reproof; and had ſo 
well underſtood your Duty to God and your Fa- 
milies, as not to have needed ſuch an Exhorta- 
tion. We know there are ſome who make great 
Conſcience of Family-Religion amongſt us; but, 
that there is too general a Neglect of it, is too 
evident in Fact; and were this only among he 
Men of the World, who have their Portion in this 
Lie, it would not ſurprize us; but to obſerve 
it among Men profeſſing Godlineſs, fills our Hearts 
with Grief, and forces us to ſpeak what we wiſn 


there were no need for you to hear. We are too 


nearly concern'd in this matter to be any longer 


ſilent; your Miniſters would be chargeable with 


Unfaithfulneſs, ſhould they overlook ſuch a Neg- 
leet. To intermeddle in the Civil Affairs of your 
Families would be criminal in us, but ſhould you 
take amiſs our Concern for the Religion of them, 
1t would be a Crime in you. Ye are our Wit- 


neſſes how much we ſympathize with you in | 
_ Caſes afflictive; and can you think we ſhall not 


lament what we apprehend offenſive to God a- 


VVV 
II is not caſy for us to tell you, Sirs, how 
deeply we are concern'd at this great and threat- 


2 ning Evil; God has built you a Tabernacle, but . 


: yu have not erected an Altar for him; nay ſome | 


have pulled down his Altar, after ſpiritual Sacri- 


| fices had been offer'd upon it for a long time. 
You appear on ſolemn Days at God's Houle, but 


. 
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in your own you acknowledge Him not; your 


Children, and Servants, may for all you, live 


without God in the World: We hear of no Fa- 
mily Inſtruction, no ſinging the Praiſes of God, 
and the Redeemer among you; nay not ſo much 


as reading the Scriptures, and Prayer. —— This 


Neglect we have reaſon to fear is a growing 


Evil, reaching from Parents to Children, and 
{ſpreading among both Rich, and Poor, which 


makes our Grief and Confuſion ſo much the 


greater; and puts thoſe Words of the diſconſo- 
late Prophet into our Mouths, O that our Heads 


were Water, and our Eyes a Fountain of Tears 


Wr would gladly be inſtrumental in reviving 
real Religion among you, and to that end are 
_ deſirous to uſe our Intereſt with you wiſely and 


ſeriouſly to conſider the Cauſes and Conſequen- 
ces of that Neglect we are now lamenting. 


© THz Cauſes of the Neglect of Family-Religion 


we apprehend to be ſuch as theſe, 


1. Tar ill Conſtitution of Families at the firſt 
by unſuitable Marriages and Relations. 


ITE //7aelites had an early Caution not to mix 
with the idolatrous Nations; Thou ſhalt not 
make Marriages with them, thy Daughter thaw 


ſhalt not give to his Son, nor his Daughter ſhalt 


thou take unto thy Son. The Apoſtle's Advice to 

_ Chriſtians is likewiſe much the ſame; b Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with Unbelievers 
For what Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Un- 

righteouſneſs, and what Communion hath Light 

_ with Darkneſs? An unſuitable, is ever like to 

Prove an unhappy Match; and what more un- 


- ſuitable 8 


61 


ſuitable than to join the pious, and the profane? 


The well educated, and well diſpos'd Perſon 


with the looſe and profligate? Worldly Views 
it is to be feared often over-rule you here; but 
ſurely ſuch Conduct is not to be juſtified : Is 
ennobling your Blood, and adyancing your E- 
 ſtatesa valuable Conſideration for the Lois or Ha- 
zard of Religion, and the Fear of God? 8 


WILL, ſuch Perſons walk together blameleſs in 


God's Command ments, being Heirs of the Grace 
of Life, and their Prayers not be hindrel ? You © 
hope, perhaps, your Son will teach ſuch Rela- 
tions the Fear of God; you may more juſtly _ 
fear, © They will turn away thy Son from follow= 
ing him Thus © Solomon's Heart was turned 
away from the God of his Father. But we 
appeal to your own Experience; Has the Church 
of God been built up this way, or has it not 
greatly ſuffer d? Have ſuch 


Marriages yielded 
you the Comfort you propoſed in them? Have 


they not introduced a Vanity, and Pride, and 
Looſeneſs of Life, into Familics till then ſober | 


and pious; ruinous at leaſt to Religion, if not 


ther's Houſes too. 


to everything elſe? Such Perſons are fo far from 
being likely to ſet up the Worſhip of God in 
their own Houſes, that it is well if they prove 
not the occaſion of pulling it down in their Fas 
Yoon the whole we recom- _ 
mend the Apoſtle's Caution in this caſe,— © he 
is at liberty to be married, to whom ſhe will, only _ 


2. Ouir TIN it at firſt ſetting out in the 


heut. vii. 4. 1 Kin. ii. 4. * 1 Cot. 17115 


„ > 
| Wovrp young Perſons begin with God, and 
uſe themſelves to Family-W orthip from the firſt, 
they would be likely to proceed with Eaſe and 
Comfort; whereas a Neglect at the firſt diſcou- 
| . a future Attempt; and the longer the Neg- 
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lect is, the greater uſually is their Backwardnels : | 
We do therefore moſt earneſtly intreat young 1 
| Perſons to open their Houſe with Family-Wor- 4 


ſhip. It is a wiſe and reputable thing, and the 
way to obtain the Bleſſing of God; it will con- 
diliate the Reſpect of Interiors and Equals, and 
De eſteemed by all wiſe Men an cxemplary Con- 
duct. oe e 


3. Ex cEss of Modeſty, and Baſhfulneſs of 
_ © SoMe Perſons have a good Will to Family- 
| Religion, who want Courage to perform it. 
They imagine themſelves to want Capacity, but 
are perhaps the only People, who have, a mean 
Opinion of their own Abilities : This we cannot 
but think always a Fault, and believe it may 
ſometimes be a Temptation. It ſeems to us a 
ſtrange thing, that Men ſhould have a very good 
Capacity for Converſation, and Buſineſs, and yet 
be unable to pray. Who knows not that the 
Matter of whey ae large and copious ? How 
many are our Family Wants and Mercies? And 
it is to be feared our Family Treſpaſſes and 
Temptations nota few: Theſe, we ſhould think, 
might ſuggeſt abundant Matter of Confeſſion, 
Petition, and Praiſe; but it is more ſurprizing, 
that ſuch as worſhip God in publick ſeriouſly, 
and conſtantly, and daily converſe with his Word, 
and their own Hearts, ſhould be at a Loſs to ex- 
prels themſelves pertinently upon this Neude ET 
: . e 


We adviſe therefore, that Endeavours be uſed to 
overcome this unreaſonable Modeſty ; but if it be 


bound inſuperable, (as we are not able to fay how 


far it may prevail with ſome Tempers) we then 
judge it proper for ſuch Perſons to uſe a well 
choſen Form of Prayer, for a while at leaſt; and 
we hope they will find in ſome time a greater 
freedom of Mind, and Readineſs of Expreſſion, 
and be able to perform their Duty in an accept- 
able manner, without a ſtrict Confinement to 
this; however, in Caſes of over Modefty, and 
ſelf Diffidence, we can by no means think Fa- 
mily-Worſhip ſhould be neglected, thro' a Scru- 
ple, or Contempt of Forms of Prayer. 


4. Is not the Decay of ſerious Religion, and 
Abatement of Zeal in the Heads of Families, 
mother Cauſe of this Negle@? oo 
Too many, we fear, may find cauſe to reflect with 
Grief and Shame pon the Love of their Eſpouſals; 
at the firſt ſetting out few more zealous, now, 
perhaps, none more cold. In Days paſt they 
were early and late with God, both in Family 
and Cloſet Devotion; now they are in Company 
When they ought to be at home; and God finds 
them in theis Beds, when he expected them up- 
on their Knees. Pardon us, (dearly Beloved) that 
we uſe a Freedom with you here. There is cauſe. 
fora godly] 1 Me can fix our Eye upon 
ſome in the World, who once were flouriſhing 
Profeſſors, but are now ſadly degenerate, and it 


may be one of the firſt viſible Signs of their Apo- 


ftacy, was the Neglect of Family-Prayer: And 
if it be as we are inform'd the Cuſtom of Heads 


oO Families to be late abroad, every Night almoſt | 
at a Club, or in publick Company, till ſome of 


the 


1 7 e 


the Family be in bed, and all of them have necd 
to be there; no Wonder there is no Family- 


Worſhip. We muſt needs tell you ſuch a Prac- 
tice deſerves a warm Reproof. It is ill in young 
Perſons to be tipling, and gaming, when they 


ougght to be under the Root and Eye. of their 
Maſters, or Parents; but for elderly Perſons, 


who make a Profeſſion of Religion, to be thus 
_ employ'd, is ſtill worſe. Such an evil Example 


is of very extenſive Influence, beſide the Injury 
hereby done to his Mind, by the Diſhonour re- 
flected upon him as Head of the Family: We intreat 
therefore that this matter be ſeriouſly conſidered + 
we hope there is not all that Ground of Fear on 
this account, which ſome apprehend; but we 


pray you to remember, that as ever you would 
avoid an open Apoſtacy, 8 
a ſecret Declenſion from God and Duty. 


5 


7. MvurTIeLicity of worldly Affairs, and in- 


ordinate Regards to worldly Good. 


juſted, and ſhould be ſo purſued, as to leave room 
for Perſonal and Family-Religion. Good and 


wiſe Men will order their Affairs with Diſcretion. 


Cbriſtians ought to look at things unſeen. The 
Body is more than Meat, but the Soul is more 


than both. The Hurries of Buſineſs can be no 


juſt Excuſe for this Neglect, unleſs one Fault 
can be ſuppos'd a proper Excuſe for another; if 
Perſons cannot get all the Family together, they 
ſhould calf as many as they can. We fear this is 
often made an Excuſe, when it might be cafily 
prevented. You need not be told, that there is 
a Love of this World inconſiſtent with the Love 
of God, and that the Friendſhip of it, is 3 
VVV VVV 


ou muſt take heed of 


Sunk we are, worldly Affairs might be fo ad- 
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F e 
with God. An over eager Purſuit of this World 
was always dangerous, and is ever likely to prove 

. . gn to Religion, and fatal to the Souls of 
„„ ee 
A cavriox therefore of this kind is always 
ſeaſonable, and never more ſo than at this Junc- 
ture. The great Commotions, and ſudden Chan- 
ges of things which have wry happen'd amongſt 

us; the evident Hurry and Confuſion of Mens 
Minds; theireager Purſuit of worldly Good, and 
the great Reſtleſſneſs of their Spirits, do plainly 
indiſpoſe them for the Worthip and Service of 
God. We with you therefore to conſider this, 
and to put your Ges in mind how great a Change 
one Day, or Night, may make in your Affairs, 
or Families; and thence conclude that the pre- 
ſent World ought not to be either firſt or laſt 
in your Thoughts, but that you ought to lie down 
a ko Oo ny 
TuxEsk, Sirs, are the more obvious Cauſes of 
the general Neglect of Family-Worſhip amongſt | 
us; we are loth to ſuppoſe any thing worſe tan 
this in the caſe; we know indeed, that ſhould 
any of you be infincere and hypocritical, having 
only a form of Godlineſs; ſhould you be charge- 
able with allowed Guiles, and purſue diſhoneſt 
Gain; ſhould you oppreſs, defraud, or over- reach 
your Neighbour; ſhould you indulge to ſecret = 
Sin, or by Imprudence and Paſſion ſpoil the Har- 
mony of your Families, and fall into unbecom- 
ing Heats and Jars; a Conſciouſneſs of ſuch Guilt | 
will be very likely to ruin all Family-Religion | 
amongſt us: But Beloved, we hope better things of | 
Jon, and things that accompany Salvation, tho we 


Bur 
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Bur whatever are the Cauſes of this Neglect, 
the Conſequences of it are ill enough — As thus — _ 
It were not ſtrange if a Diſorder in your tempo- 

ral Affairs ſhoulT follow hereupon. The Bleſ- 
ſing of God is as neceſſary to Succels in Buſinels, 
as all your Foreſight and Induſtry; now what 
if this ſhould ceaſe with the other? or what if 
you have Succeſs? but not as any Fruit of 18 
or with the Divine Favour or Bleſſing, will that 

be any Comfort to you? To get the World with 
4 Curſe ſhould be Jreaded; and yet ſo it will be, 
if Religion be left out in the getting. 
As AIN. This Neglect may very probably 
have ill Effects upon your Families. The con- 
| ſtant Worſhip of God in a Houſe ſerves to keep 
every thing orderly and peaceful; it unites the 
Hearts of all the Inhabitants in the Love of God, 
and one another; the natural Effects of it are 
Harmony, Peace, and Love; it will therefore 


be no wonder, if a Neglect of this ſpoil the 


Beauty of your Society, and ſtain its Glory; and 

if Senſuality, Pride, and Diſcord ſhould enter in 
at that Door, where Family-Worſhip is ſnut 
out. If you do not perform your Duty to God, 
why ſhould you wonder, if Inferiors perform not 


theirs to you ? Should Friends be leſs tender, 


Children leſs dutiful, and Servants diſorderly, _ 
and unfaithful, you may but too juſtly ſay, this 


comes of laying down, and negleting Family- | 


_ Worſhip. 


Bur however this be, the Neglect muſt have 


an ill Effect upon your own Souls. It will be 


more than probable, that it will breed ill Habits -_ 
of Mind, and lay too ſure a Foundation for ma- 


ny After-Miſcarriages of Life. One wrong Step 
zs uſually followed with another. Having yielded 


3 


tions, and Snares of both. 


inflame your Zeal for God! 
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_ thus far, Satan and the World have a great Ad- 
vantage, and you are laid open to the Tempta- 


Woo can tell but that in a little while you 
will be as ſeldom in your Cloſet, as now you 


are in your Family? And this will be likely to 
occaſion a leſs frequent Attendance at the Lord's 


Table, which will alſo probably draw after it a 


Careleſſneſs and Formality in other parts of pub- 
lick Worſhip, and perhaps end in a total Neg- 
| leet of em. Nay more, what we are now warn- 
wy ng you of, affects the World as well as the 


urch, and tends to the general Corruption of 


Manners in all the Relations of Life. Religious 
Families will be good in every Capacity, but ir- 
religious ones in none; conſider therefore, we 


beſecch you, this great Evil, and let the ill In- 
fluence it has upon the Nation, and the Church 
of God amongſt us, upon Relations, Families, 
and your own Souls, move you to ſober Reflec- 


tions hereupon. You who ſtand under folemn 


Engagements to God, by your Baptiſmal Dedi- 


cation, and the Bonds of a viſible Profeſſion, and 


the Relation of Church- fellow ſhip and Commu- 


nion, muſt De FAROE with great Unfaithful- 


_ neſsinſucha Neglect as this: May theſe Thoughts 


revive upon your Minds a Senſe of Duty, and re- 


WI can hardly think Profeſſors of Religion 
in any Doubt whether Family-Worſhip be a 
05 Hut z we take it for granted that this 1s a thing 
moſt ſu | 
ſeon are the more at a Lots how to account for 
the fo general Neglect. Nature itſelf teaches you 
this plain Truth, and the Word of God abun- 
_ danily confirms and cnforces it. 


ſurely believed amongſt us, and for this rea- 


WERE 


131 


W'rnxx we to argue this Matter with you, we 
ſhould call upon you to conſider God as the Au- 
| thor and Conſtitutor of theſe Societies, and fee 
whether it does not follow from thence that he 


is to be own'd and acknowledg'd as ſuch. Di- 


vine Providence brings you into this Relation, 
builds up your Houſes, ſuperintends your Affairs, 
preſerves you from innumerable Evils, and ſup- 
plies you with all needful Good: Now what 
195 brats Man can think himſelf at liberty whe-. 
ther to own his Dependance upon God, and Obli- 


gation to him, herein, or not? Your Family 


Mercies do ſurely oblige you to the Duty of 
Praiſe; your Wants to that of Prayer, and Fa- 
mily Sins to that of ſerious, and daily Confeſſion. 
The Order and Peace of theſe Societies entitles _ 
God to your devout Acknowledgment, and in 


caſe of Diſorder, or Affliction among them, you 


_ ought to be renew'd to deep and ſpeedy Repen- 
tance. Your Children and Servants claim your 
Inſtruction, they all fix their Eyc upon the Head 
of the Family to teach them the Knowledge of 
God, the Sanctification of the Sabbath Day, 
and to go before them in perſonal and relative 
Duties. Tis an Honour God has put upon the 
Heads of Families, and a Duty he requires of 


them to act as Prieſts in their own Houſes, of- 


fering up ſpiritual Sacrifices, holy, and acceptable, 
Which is a reaſonable Service. How can ſuch as 
| Worſhip read without inward Reproach that 
ſolemn Charge, Deut. vi. 5, 6, 7. Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and 
with all thy Soul, and with all thy Might : And 
_ theſe Words which I command thee this Day ſhall be 
in thy Heart And thou ſhalt teach them dili- © 
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gently unto "thy Children „ and ſhalt. tall of them 


when thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou 
walkeft by the Way, and when thou lieft down, 


and when thou riſeſt up? See allo from ver. 20. 


to the end. Let it be conſidered farther what 
eminent Inſtances holy Men of old were of Family- 
Religion. God ſpeaks it to Abraham's Honour, 
= I know him that he will command his Children, 1 
and his Houſhold after him, and roy ſaall keep the N 

way of the Lord. 

50S aſſembling the Tribes of Iſrael to 
relate God's Mercies to them, and renew their 
Covenant with him, looks as great as when he 


ſtood at the Head of their Armies: Nor does ſa- 


_ cred Hiſtory ever give you a greater Inſtance of his 
Courage, than that Reſolution was of his Piety. 
As for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 
__ FOB had that Concern for the Honour of 
God, the Welfare of his F amily, and the Preſer- 
vation of real Religion in it, that he © /ent and 
ſanctiſied them, and roſe up early in the Morning 
10 offer Barnt-Offerings, 2 to the Number 
of them all; and it is obſerv d. 
8 continually. Der: 1 
DAFT D is an excellent Eagle of F "amily-. 
Religion, when he ſays, 4 IT will behave my ſelf 
wiſely in a perfect way: I will walk within my 


Houſe with a pes foct Heart. 


Our great Lord and Maſter was a Pattern of 
the molt ſolemn and fervent Devotion; he taught 
us by his Example to be inſtant in Prayer; his 
3 were his "Lk, by with them he 


36% 0M „ Gen. xviii. 19. . Joſh. XXiv, 1 5s 
8 0 0 8 Pfal. ci. 2 


Thus aid Job : 


Ir 


I is recorded of Cornelius that he was a de- 
vout Man; and as an Inſtance hereof, he is ſaid 
to have © feared God with all his Houſe, and that 
he prayed to God alway. PET: 
 NYMPHAS had a Church in his Houſe; 
and Family-Religion, were it well and wiſely 
manag' d, wou'd be likely to make our Houſes 
| Nurſerics for the Church of God, and Planta- 
10 0 for Kenn 5 
To conclude. The Morning and Evening 
Facriſice being a ſtanding Inſtitution under the 
Law, and praying always with all Prayer being 
an expreſs Precept of the Goſpel, we hope, pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians will be perſuaded to look upon 
Family-Worſhip as their Duty, and not ſatisfy 
ne in any longer Neglect of it. 8 
Bur you will hear more of this Matter from 
the Pulpit. The Miniſters of London intend in 
ſome convenient time to preaqh upon this Sub- 
ject by common Conſent. This was formerly 
done by the Brethren of both Denominations, 

and is now deſign'd as an Expreſſion of hearty 

Zeal and Concern for the Intereſts of ſerious Re- 

ligion, under ſuch viſible Decays amongſt us. 
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